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State Dept. review completed

7 February 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Record
SUBJECT :" Laos Ad Hoc Greup Mecting on 3 February 1972

Attached is the agenda for the meeting. It was followed. Action
on the five major points was agreed upon as follows:

1) We agreed that the respective legal officers would concert
on the language to be included in the forwarding meworandum on the
Symington Amendment report. The major problems to be resolved are whether
the intended report meets the legal requirement and whether the cover
memorandum sheould be fortheoming abour willingness to provide additional
information. As of 7 ¥ebruary, State is sending a draft memorandum to
the respective legal counseis.

2) fwbassador Sullivan decided that the RLAF ceiling prchlem
was sufficiently well defined that it could bhe used to raise the question
of whether the administracion should ask for an incrcase in the ceiling.
It was decided to ask for an SRG meeting to consider this peint. There
is disagrcement between DOD aud the field as to whether 3,000 7-28 sorties
a month will exceed the cziling. DOD costs out the flights at a cheaper
rate than the field., Ambassador Godley's plau to increase the flights to
4,500 & month would increase the programmed T~28 costs even with the DOD
costing, i.e., would exceed the cedling, A

3) On the four points raised in Secretary Laird's 29 January
memorandum it was concluded:

a) DoD will prepare a scenario for use in public
affairs channels to enuable continuing interdiction in the trail
if the Laos govermment attitude ig forced to change.

b) DOD will prepare a study of alternatives to the
Taksin plan. It was sugpested that this study might take the
place of NS3M 51/99,

©)  Anbassador Sullivan reacted strongl
suggestion that contingency plans should be formulated for
support o an exile Taos government, (le felt that any ralk
about supprrt to other than the present covernment. could be
misinterproted. He noted, too, that it might lezl out of
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d) Ambassador Sullivan said that updating the
negotiating scenario was in train and that State was sending
a message to Godley for use in talking to Souvanna as
Souvanna prepared his response to Souvannavong's 27 January
proposal.

4  DOD is sending around a draft for coordination on the
reorganization of military forces in Laos. This 1s a result of Secretary
Laird's 6 January memorandum. We have coordinated on the draft with
some rescrvations (which have becn accepted)., State is wrestling with
some of the assumptions in the draft about future expenditure levels.

5) Sullivan said that he thought the comments made to Phoumi
were not sufficiently clear to the effect that the U.S. would not
support Phoumi. He said he would send us a menorandum on this which is
presumably to go to Ambassador Unger 25X1A

6) Ambassador Sullivan saild that he would try to raise to the (
SRC meeting the issue of the outstanding response to Senator Stemnis'
letter to President Nixon about who should fund the war in Laos.

7) State plans to attempt to get the White House to focus on the
need for an SRCG meeting prior to the President's trip to China by suggesting
it be held priwmarily to consider the situation in Laos. The above SRG
items would be included in the agenda.

25X1A

Attachment: Agenda

FE/TBL
DistriborTomn:
1 - 0OLC
1 -~ 0GC
2 - CFE
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MEMORANDUM
TO . Members of Interagency ad Hoc Group on Laos
26X1A Nse -
DIA - AdWLirarl woromese :
13A - Mr. Doolin -

Jcs General Burrows

FROM ¢ william H. gullivan, Chalrman

SUBJECT ¢ Meeting of Intelagency A4 Hoc Group on Laocs

There will be 2 recting of the Tnteragency Ad
Hoco Group on Laocsg on Thursday, February 3, 1872, at
4:00 P.M.s in Room 6210, pepartment of State.

rollowing is the agenda for the mectings

ﬂ/,-abdjé 1. Roport to the Congress under the Symington
A6 “"}v\fAmendment general pzoblemf including po&sible need for
et supplemental legislation. :

o

PG 2. RIAF celling problems (vientiane 871 and 919).

-

‘v 3. Lao contingeﬂciés.

’ // {uﬂ*’
. < . - D Briefing by CIA on the military
gituation in MR- ~-IT including v1@ws of ambassadoXxs
Godley and Ungex.
j /,V\Cuvi'-“+a“’ B. Secrctary ‘Lairdts Januaxy 29 Memorandum.
(% L
4. Reorganlzation of the military forces in Laos.
5’ A, Laird January 6 memorandum o SRG.
-t 5‘\
S/’GV/ /;r . Draft Outline and message to fielad
v (Prepared bY Js and L8A).

- /5, Guidance to Bangkok concerning Ex~-General rhounmi
Nosavan.
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